
hoping that the legislators 

in those states will return 

him to the White House for 

a second term. While few 

legal experts believe that 

President Trump's efforts 

to influence the Electoral 

College outcome will be 

successful, nonetheless, 

we won’t know the out-

come of this year’s Presi-

dential election until the 

Electoral College votes are 

tallied.  

On Monday, December 

14th each state's electors 

will meet at their state capi-

tal in order to cast the final 

vote for the Presidency. 

These votes are then sent 

to Congress where they 

will be opened and tallied 

on January 6th, 2021. Only 

then, will we know for cer-

tain who will be heading to 

the White House on inau-

guration day, January 20, 

2021.  

 

Over a month ago 159.8 

million voters eagerly cast 

their ballots for the next 

President of the United 

States. Former Vice Presi-

dent, Joe Biden, set a new 

record by earning 

81,284,000 popular votes. 

This surpassed President 

Donald Trump by 7 million 

popular votes.  However, 

did you know that the task 

of naming the next Presi-

dent is actually reserved to 

a group of 538 elec-

tors?  These individuals 

make up what is known as 

the Electoral College.  

The Electoral College is a 

process that was created in 

1804 by the framers of the 

US Constitution as a com-

promise between electing 

the President under the 

popular vote and having 

Congress elect the next 

President. Each state is 

given a number of electors 

proportionate to the state’s 

population. A state with a 

high population will have 

more electoral votes then a 

state with a smaller popula-

tion. The Electoral College 

consists of elected officials, 

devoted party members 

and upcoming politi-

cians.  It is  up to these 

voters to cast their vote in 

a manner that reflects the 

popular vote within their 

state. In order to win the 

presidency, the candidate 

must receive at least 270 

electoral college votes.  

Since its inception the 

Electoral College has been 

subjected to much criti-

cism. This is because it is 

possible for a candidate to 

win the popular vote while 

losing the electoral vote 

and therefore the election. 

This has happened five 

times in the course of 

American history, most 

recently in the 2016 elec-

tion when Hilary Clinton 

won the popular vote, but 

lost the popular vote and 

therefore the election. 

Many people also believe 

that the electoral college 

compromises the “one per-

son, one vote” principle. In 

the District of Columbia 

and 32 other states elec-

tors are required to vote 

according to their states 

popular vote. Currently, 

President Trump and other 

Republican officials are 

attempting to influence who 

will cast the electoral votes 

in a number of 

“battleground” states    

What is the Electoral College  by Alex Marek  
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IB Teacher of the Month: Mr. Andy Cizek by Carlena Hall 

Mr. Cizek has taught IB Theory of Knowledge and a ninth grade US History at Annapolis for 3 

years. For those who are unfamiliar, Theory of Knowledge is a philosophy-like IB course that stu-

dents will take during the last semester of their junior year and the first semester of the senior 

year. Rather than focusing on a particular subject, Theory of Knowledge invites students to ex-

plore conceptual ideas regarding the study of knowledge and the different ways in which it can be 

manipulated or acquired.  

 

Before Annapolis, Mr. Cizek taught at 3 different schools including Arundel High school and two schools in Prince 

George’s County. He graduated from UMD in 2002 with a degree in government and politics and film studies. Mr. 

Cizek actually did not go into college with the idea of becoming a teacher. In fact, he intended to go down an ave-

nue of international law and specifically studied the fascinating subject of post-communist societies. He began sub-

stitute teaching for extra money and ended up loving it. When his mother, a teacher herself, saw how much he en-

joyed teaching, she helped him get his first job as a teacher in Prince George’s county where he had the unique 

experience of teaching alongside her for two years. 

 

Mr. Cizek enjoys teaching TOK because of the freedom it allows him. When he first began teaching in IB, he didn't 

know what to expect but he says the more he teaches it, the more he loves it.  With a less rigid curriculum, Cizek is 

able to use creative liberty when it comes to what and how he teaches 

 

Outside of Theory of Knowledge, Mr. Cizek is very passionate about film and film media education. His dream is to 

get the IB film curriculum off the ground at Annapolis High School. “We live in such a visual world," he says. He 

thinks all students should take some sort of film or media course with film as such a prevalent force in the modern 

era. He hopes to one day establish an IB film class at Annapolis High school.  

Student Spotlight: Carlena Hall-Visual Arts by Mario Buchkov  

Carlena Hall is a senior at Annapolis High School, in the International Baccalaureate (IB) pro-

gram. Last year, Carlena filled sketchbooks, where she planned her 

artwork, and created spreads, where she illustrated her final designs. 

For her IB exam grade, Carlena will gather all her artwork and 

spreads in one journal known as a Process Journal or a Portfolio. 

Carlena has always enjoyed painting and drawing. Art is one of her 

favorite hobbies, and something that makes her happy. In the rest of 

her classes, she does well academically, but she wanted to have a 

class that she was passionate about - and this was art.  Carlena explains that her senior 

year with virtual learning has created lots of opportunities for independence in art class, 

but she misses the unique materials and resources that they have at school.  

Carlena is the President of two clubs at Annapolis High School - 

Best Buddies and the Italian National Honor Society. She is passionate about each leader-

ship role. She also participates in Unified Sports to further her relationship with members of 

Best Buddies.  She particularly enjoys working with her special needs students and finds 

the experience rewarding. 

Carlena’s advice for students considering IB Visual Arts, “‘Take your time thinking about 
and completing your artwork, don't rush through it.  Dedicate the most effort you can to 
your work. Every little detail in your IB designs should have a meaning, significance and a 
theme. Remember, quality over quantity!” 
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 Navigating the IB: Theory of Knowledge  
                  Hayden Bandes & Mete Gorgulu 

For this month's article of exploring IB, we’ll be discussing TOK (Theory of Knowledge). This is a two-year 

course where we aim to explore life and the world around us through a philosophical lens. This class cir-

cles back to two very important terms, “Areas of Knowing” (AOK) and “Ways of Knowing” (WOK).  AOK is 

about the different ways to obtain knowledge in a distinct setting. Areas of knowing include such subjects 

as mathematics, the natural sciences, the human sciences, the arts, History, ethics, religious and indige-

nous knowledge.  Whereas WOK is how we as individuals perceive and grasp the information around us.  

This includes language, sense perception, emotion, reason, imagination, faith, intuition and memory. When 

looking at specific texts or images we apply whichever WOKs or AOKs we find to be the most beneficial to 

deciphering the information. Let us turn to Mr. Cizek, our TOK teacher, for a better understanding of what 

the course entails. 

Q1: How is Theory of Knowledge different from the other IB classes when it comes to curriculum? 

“Theory of Knowledge is different from other classes because it requires students to actively examine the 

knowledge they have acquired through formal education, and life experiences and then asks them to think 

critically as to how they accumulated that information.”  

Q2: How does Theory of Knowledge connect to the IB Learner Profiles?  

“In class we do a great deal of inquiry and are called upon to challenge our thought processes.  Tok de-

mands the student to examine a problem or situation through multiple perspectives or lenses.  Students 

are encouraged to challenge previous held beliefs and to understand other ways of thinking. Therefore, 

open-mindedness is a key component within the class.  However, the curriculum also demands that the 

student be a thinker, an excellent communicator and knowledgeable.   

Q3: What real-life skills do your students learn when taking your course?  

“I believe an important real-life skill students learn is that there is rarely going to be a blueprint for their suc-

cess, as there isn’t a chart or outline, they can follow to complete an essay or presentation. This means 

that they have to create an answer on their own, which leads to a greater degree of confidence in their crit-

ical thinking skills and writing abilities.”  

    Q4: What are some topics you particularly enjoy teaching?  

 “When students take Theory of Knowledge, they quickly learn that a large portion of the class is based 

around ethics. I love having discussions surrounding ethical or hypothetical situations with my students, 

with a good example being that TOK students will never think about horses the same way after taking this 

class.”  

Q5: How does a student earn IB credit for the Theory of Knowledge course if there are no written 

exams? 

Students are required to conduct a 10-minute presentation in which they discuss a knowledge question of 
their choosing.  Additionally, students are required to write between a 1200- 1600-word essay based on 
one of the 6 prescribed topics issued by IBO.  Students who earn a C or higher in their TOK class and on 
their Extended Essay will earn between 1-3 bonus points towards their diploma. 
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 Get Involved: Key Club Catalina Gibney 
Key Club International, also called Key Club, is an international service organization for high school students. As 
a student-led organization, Key Club's goal is to encourage leadership through serving others. Key Club is asso-
ciated with the adult organization known as Kiwanis International. The goal of both organizations is service to 
others, focusing on the wellbeing of children in the community. 
  
The Annapolis High (A-High) Key Club is sponsored by Severna Park Kiwanis Club. A-High Key Club works inde-
pendently and congruently with Kiwanis. This year, we have accomplished multiple virtual service projects and 
are always looking for more ways to serve the community. Some projects we completed this year were writing 
letters to the Spa Creek Center Nursing Home, collecting food for the Lighthouse Shelter’s Thanksgiving Bas-
kets, and raising $450 for Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus. 

  
Currently, the club is working on holiday season several projects, including cre-
ating dog toys for the Senior Dog Sanctuary, making scarves for homeless peo-
ple with Linda’s Legacy (a Homeless Drive), and providing gifts for the Infant 
and Toddler Program’s holiday toy drive. There is always plenty of room for 
more volunteers and volunteering qualifies as CAS service and action hours. 
  
For the 2020-2021 school year, we meet virtually every other Tuesday. Officers 
of Key Club are Izzy Fadullon, Hayley Trapp, Hannah Ellenbogen, Audrey Wal-
ters, Mia Kacoyianni, Katerina Brown, Emma Wilson, Hannah Kelley, Sam 
White, Audrey Byrd, and Catherine Gilman. 
  
If you are interested in joining the club, the next virtual meeting is on December 
15th at 11:30 (or club block). The Google Meet link is in the Google Classroom 
(code 63avo53). Feel free to follow Key Club on Instagram @napkeyclub for 
Key Club updates or email annapolishighkeyclub@gmail.com for more infor-
mation!  

       CAS Corner by Hannah Kindness 

The Holidays may look different this year there but there are still many ways you can celebrate the 
season of giving!  Below are some suggestions to allow you to make a difference in the communi-
ty while also earning your CAS service hours.  
 
It is always an excellent idea to create your own unique service opportunity. In fact, IB encourages 
such initiative and creativity, and this will allow you to write a much better reflection as it will be a 

more meaningful personal experience.  In addition, you can control the experience to limit exposure and decide 
how much you feel safe and comfortable doing.  Service does not always have to be a large complex project. It 
can be shoveling snow for your neighbors, making cookies for friends, or buying a hot meal for someone within 
the community. The criteria for the service section allows you a great deal of leeway for developing creative 
ways to give back. 
 
One topic for your service could be finding ways to help the homeless population. Maryland experiences high 
rates of homelessness and help is needed now more than ever.  Consider donating to charities and shelters 
online or signing up to make meals for the Lighthouse Shelter. If you would rather organize something yourself 
the following website: https://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/maryland.html  has a detailed list of homeless 
shelters in Maryland. You can also check out “Giving Back: Linda’s Legacy” (https://
www.homelessdrive.org/).  This organization puts together backpacks complete with socks, sweatshirts, and 
other warm apparel. Currently, they are conducting a coat drive, and are accepting volunteer applications for 
both collecting/making the backpacks and distributing them on Christmas eve and Christmas day.  
No matter how you choose to give back this holiday make sure you stay safe and follow the CDC guidelines, 
especially when volunteering with others.  
 

https://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/maryland.html
https://www.homelessdrive.org/
https://www.homelessdrive.org/
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Mine by Olivia Le 

I ask my mom for the stray Vietnamese vocabulary word 

every day, wondering and wincing that her language isn’t mine 

Though I wear her clothes, and wink her eyes, and eat her food, 

 

                                             Is it mine? 

 

I dress myself in her fabrics, sit outside and watch the sun 

I run my fingers over my complexion 

I whiten it with foundation and conceal my beauty marks 

 

      This body, that she made 

 

                                         is it mine? 

 

And in my notebook, when I scribble over photos from our Vietnam summer, I wonder 

And in my basement, when I open faded photographs of my mama, I wonder 

And when I dip my chopsticks in a bowl of phố my mama made for me, I wonder 

 

I think of Vietnam, which carved my mother from clay 

         denting, shaping, making her 

          piercing the still-wet softness of riverbends 

          blowing laughs into her mouth 

          dribbling tears into her cheeks, gently 

          the sculptor that made her 

               never laid her hands on me 

 

        the scalpel that carved her 

                never touched me 

 

                 so this history 

      this home i was born into 

           strains at my hands 

 

        is so eager 

     not to be mine 

          

                                   is not mine 

This piece, written by Olivia Le, won first place in a global poetry contest by The Young Writers Initi-

ative (TYWI) and was first published in their magazine Culture   

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tywi.org%2Fculture-contest-results.html&data=04%7C01%7Cpnewgent%40aacps.org%7C19107184d6a74377acb108d89de417e8%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637432950281168524%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tywi.org%2Fculture-contest-results.html&data=04%7C01%7Cpnewgent%40aacps.org%7C19107184d6a74377acb108d89de417e8%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637432950281168524%7CUnknown%7CTW
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The Freshman Perspective: by Mia Rinehart 

Linda Johnson is a 14 year old 9th grader at Annapolis High School. A strong, well-rounded 

student, she is a part of our school’s Model UN club and a member of the Students Organiz-

ing Against Racism (SOAR) club. When asked what she enjoys about being a member of 

the two clubs, she began by describing her appreciation of 

both club’s sense of community. “SOAR provides a valua-

ble space to discuss racial issues in a supportive climate 

that really isn’t available in class,” she began, “and Model 

UN is a great community of students who have similar in-

terests to me, and I always learn so much.” 

“I think the most challenging part of distance learning for 

me is sitting all day, just staring at a screen.” Linda com-

ments, and I’m sure that’s something that most of us can 

find ourselves agreeing with. “There’s something about a 

blank Google Doc that just… stares you in the face and 

says ‘you can’t do this,’” she continued, “It’s just different, 

not engaging in things with your hands and lacking that in-

teraction with others. It subtracts a lot from the experience 

and how you’re able to stay focused.” 

When asked what she enjoyed about virtual learning, she 

began her response with a sigh, reflecting on the past few months. “I feel with distance 

learning, in a way, there’s a different sense of community as opposed to in-person school,” 

she stated. “In e-learning, if you have your camera on and you're participating it feels like 

you’re a part of a larger community. However, I understand that it might feel more exclusive 

for someone who maybe isn’t participating as much.” 

“One thing that surprised me about virtual learning is how well the teacher’s transitioned. 
They were able to adapt their lessons so well to our universal situation, and it is really im-
pressive.” Linda’s point of view is something I think we can all agree with. We are thankful 
for our teachers! Their support and effort is greatly appreciated, and we thank them for it. 
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The University of Western Australia by Hannah Kelley 

The University of Western Australia is ranked in the top 1% of the world's academic institutions. It 
is a public university located in the state’s capital, Perth on the coast of the Swan River., The cam-
pus has additional facilities in Albany, Claremont and Nedlands. Western Australia is mostly an 
uninhabited desert that makes up roughly one third of the country. The main campus in Perth em-
phasizes the use of outdoor learning with open courtyards and rolling green spaces. The campus 
features 20th century sandstone and terracotta buildings, as well as leafy gardens full of native 
species.  
 
The University of Western Australia is home to over 20,000 students driven by innovation and re-
search, 5,000 of which are international students representing over 100 countries. UWA was 
founded in 1911 as the first university in the British Empire accessible to students of all social clas-
ses. They are known for Agricultural Sciences, Civil and Structural Engineering, Anatomy, Sports 
Related subjects, Psychology, Education and Earth and Marine Sciences. The innovative course 
structure prepares students for the future by maximizing career opportunities and giving students 
the flexibility to pursue their interests in an ever-changing world.  
 
The University of Western Australia is part of the top research universities in the world called 

Group of Eight. They are part-
ners with the Worldwide Univer-
sities Network which promotes 
the exchange of students and 
research over 11 countries and 6 
continents. Two staff members 
were awarded Nobel Prizes for 
their groundbreaking research 
on the peptic ulcer disease. 
There are over 125 societies and 
clubs to choose from that enrich 
one’s social life.  
 
To go to this high-ranking univer-
sity, you must have a GPA of a 
3.0 minimum. The average SAT 
scores are a 580 for Math and a 

599 for Reading and Writing. The University of Western Australia accepts AP credits with a score 
of 3 or higher on the exam. UWA accepts IB credits and encourages IB students to go there due to 
their similar course structures that broadens students global outlook and focuses on inquiry and 
creativity. The University of Western Australia is a world renown institution and should be consid-
ered when applying next year.  Please click HERE for more information about UWA and IB. 

https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/how-to-apply/international-and-overseas-qualifications/international-baccalaureate-1
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University College London by Serena Claggett 

Founded in 1826, in the heart of London, with world leading academics and a diverse global community, 
is University College London. University College London (UCL) is known for its emphasis on multi-
disciplinary research and learning, instituting a variety of subjects from medicine, languages, law, engi-
neering, history to astrophysics, employing the idea that the knowledge from all dimensions of study can 
enlighten and enrich one another.  
 
UCL constitutes a diverse arrangement of international students, world class academics, industry links, 
external partners, and alumni, with 300,000 alumni in 190 countries and a 53% demographic of interna-
tional students. UCL ventures to make essential contributions to society for the benefit of the public, im-
plementing principle themes of academic leader-
ship, integration of research and education, ad-
dressing global challenges with a cross-
disciplinary approach, and a welcoming organi-
zation fostering lifelong learning and community.  
 
For these unique learning approaches, Universi-
ty College London has been awarded 10th 
greatest college in the world (QS World Univer-
sity Rankings 2021), 5th in Europe, 4th in the 
UK, 1st in UK for research strength (REF 2014), 
1st in England to welcome students of any reli-
gion or social background, and 1st in England to 
welcome women to university education. UCL 
offers a total of 443 degrees for undergraduate students, with popular subject areas of Biological Life and 
Sciences, Economics, Geography, Politics, and Social Sciences, Historical and Philosophical studies, 
Mathematics and Statistics, and Physical Sciences. The UCL Centre for Languages & International Edu-
cation also offers courses in 17 languages.  
 
Furthermore, UCLs Students Union provides support to students, while administering 200+ clubs and so-
cieties, including sports teams, cultural interests, artistic interests, and community services.  In addition to 
its range of academics and prestigious qualifications, it also has a lively and excitable environment due to 
its location in Bloomsbury, central London. As an epicenter of culture and creativity, finance and business, 
there is never a dull moment. London offers around 250 museums and galleries, many of which are famed 
worldwide, as well as a variety of performance and exhibition spaces, popular plays and musicals, librar-
ies, sporting events, and famous European landmarks. The constant stream of culture, art, and real-world 
education UCL students are exposed to within the city opens up a number of academic and career oppor-
tunities students were unbeknownst to before.  
 
For those interested in UCL, it is important to be aware of their selection process and requirements for 
international students. University College London has 43,000 students, a 63% acceptance rate, a typical 
high school GPA of 3.3-4.0, SAT scores of 1380-1600, ACT scores of 29 composite scores and 10 writing 
scores, and an international tuition of 17,710 GBP (23,587 USD). UCL accepts A levels or IB for direct 
entry into undergraduate programs, pays attention to the students’ personal engagements in clubs and 
the community, and offers many scholarships to students that exhibit great potential. There are also addi-
tional considerations for aspiring international student applicants of UCL, like obtaining a student visa for 
your time in the United Kingdom, Biometric Residence Permits, and immigration protocols with COVID-19.  
Please click HERE for more information about UCL and IB. 
 
The IB Program prepares each student to be a global citizen, so when applying for a higher education, try 
broadening your horizons to international schools, such as University College London. 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/application/entry-requirements/international-baccalaureate

